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Squawking
chickens
credited with
saving man
from fire

SEE CHICKENS, PAGE B-2

By Lauren Rosenblatt
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Tony Wells’ chickens usually
don’t cackle and squawk at 3:30 in
the morning, so when he heard
them raising a ruckus at that time
Wednesday, he went outside to in-
vestigate.

What he found was his father’s
home across the street engulfed in
flames. The 27-year-old ran into the
house on Chambersville Road in
Rayne, Indiana County, and led
David Wells Jr., 49, to safety.

“Who would’ve thought chick-
ens would make good smoke detec-
tors?” said Peter Yacovone, chief of
the Creekside Volunteer Fire Co.
“If the son hadn’t come and got
him, we would’ve been fishing a
body out of there.”

He continued, “[Mr. Wells] is
broken-hearted, but he’s good. He
got out in the nick of freakin’
time.”

The fire, believed to have been
electrical in nature, started in the
garage and spread to the second
story and attic of the home, leaving
it standing but heavily damaged,
the chief said.

Also fighting the fire, which was
brought under control in about two
hours, were departments from In-
diana, Plumville, Coal Run, Cly-
mer and Elderton. Chief Yacovone
said there were so many firefight-
ers at the scene that he lost count of
them all.

He said their efforts were com-
plicated by low-lying power lines
that crossed the road directly in
front of Mr. Wells’ house. The fire
departments came at the house
from two directions and fought the
fire from both sides. The fire rekin-
dled about 9:40 a.m. but did not
cause any more significant dam-
age. No other nearby houses were
damaged.

David Wells could not be
reached for comment after the fire,
but his former wife, Joan Wells,
said by telephone later that the cou-
ple had raised their four children
in the house. The family stayed
close to one another, with Tony liv-
ing next door, Ms. Wells living
three miles up the road and the far-
thest child only a half hour away.

“The house that burned is the
house we lived in as a family. My

Two doctors
convicted in
crackdown on
pill-pushing

SEE DOCTORS, PAGE B-2

By Torsten Ove
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A federal crackdown on doctors
illegally prescribing narcotic pain-
killers, fueling the nation’s heroin
crisis, gained steam this week with
a prison term for a West Virginia
doctor and the conviction of a
Pennsylvania physician described
at trial as “nothing more than a
drug dealer.”

Tressie Duffy, who ran a well-
ness clinic in Martinsburg, W.Va.,
where her staff handed out pre-
scriptions for patients she never
saw, was sentenced Tuesday to a
year in federal prison. She was also
ordered to give up her West Vir-
ginia medical license and was
barred from ever applying for an-
other one anywhere in the United
States.

On the same day in Levittown,
Pa., a federal jury convicted Wil-
liam O’Brien, once a candidate for
coroner in Bucks County, on 123
counts related to running a multi-
million-dollar pill mill with the
help of the Pagans motorcycle
gang.

Government evidence showed
that Dr. O’Brien handed out pre-
scriptions for oxycodone and meth-
adone “as if they were Tic Tacs,” in
the words of The Philadelphia In-
quirer, and often traded drugs for
sex from strippers who came to see
him for painkillers.

Assistant U.S. Attorney David
Troyer said at the beginning of the

PILLOW FIGHT

Haley Nelson/Post-Gazette

Shanon Williams, right, of the anti-gun violence group CeaseFirePA, presents U.S. Rep. Mike
Doyle, D-Forest Hills, with a pillow Wednesday in front of the City-County Building, Downtown. It’s
for him to use if he participates in any more sit-ins such as the one last week protesting the
House’s inaction on gun control after the massacre in Orlando, Fla.

City police classrooms to temporarily
relocate to former CCAC art building

SEE TRAINING, PAGE B-3

By Lexi Belculfine
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Gracey Evans/Post-Gazette
Cmdr. Jennifer Ford of the Office of Municipal Standards talks with
Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto about plans to renovate a former CCAC
space into a police training academy classrooms.

A North Side space used for
sculpting and painting could
soon be transformed into tempo-
rary classrooms for Pittsburgh
police recruits, city officials an-
nounced Wednesday.

Pittsburgh intends to lease the
32,000-square-foot Visual Arts
Center and an adjacent studio
from the Community College of
Allegheny County for three
years with an option to renew an-
nually for three more years,
pending approval from the
CCAC board and the city council.

On Wednesday morning,
Pittsburgh officials, including
Mayor Bill Peduto and Public
Safety director Wendell Hiss-
rich, toured the space at 900 N.
Lincoln Ave. in Allegheny West.

The new site will host class-
room and computer lab exer-
cises, physical training and driv-
ing and firearms video simula-
tors for recruits, veteran person-
nel, SWAT and other public
safety personnel, although the
academy’s firing range will re-
main at the current training fa-

cility on Washington Boulevard
in Highland Park.

“The former facility was
plagued by multiple challenges,
including having only two class-
rooms; limited parking; limited
restrooms; no space for physical
fitness or defensive tactic train-
ing; and was prone to flooding,”
mayoral spokesman Timothy

McNulty said.
Renovating, including demoli-

tion and IT work, and leasing the
CCAC building will cost about
$241,000 this year, he said.

CCAC still must remove furni-
ture and equipment from the
main building, although it is

SEE BUDGET, PAGE B-3

By Angela Couloumbis
and Karen Langley

Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — The Republi-
can-controlled Legislature ap-
pears determined to beat the clock
and send Gov. Tom Wolf a budget
before the start of the new fiscal
year.

Less than 24 hours after the
House passed a $31.5 billion spend-
ing plan, the Senate on Wednes-
day tweaked the proposal and
swiftly passed it in a 47-3 floor
vote. The measure won the vote of
every Democrat — a strong signal
that it has tacit support from the
Democratic governor.

“We’ve learned from our past

not to repeat it but to move for-
ward,” said Sen. Vincent Hughes,
D-Philadelphia, referring to last
year’s nine-month impasse. “We
learned from the fact that this is a
divided government, learned from
fact that incremental gains are
gains nonetheless.”

Getting a spending plan to the
governor before the Friday start of
the fiscal year is a big step toward
achieving an on-time budget but
does not guarantee one. The
House and Senate have yet to fi-
nalize how to pay for the plan, and
there’s no assurance that Mr. Wolf
will sign off.

The Senate version kept the un-
derpinnings of the House plan —
namely, more money for public

schools, including $200 million for
K-12 classroom education — but
added slightly less than $40 mil-
lion for higher education. The
House had not included any new
aid for state system universities,
community colleges and the four
state-related universities.

The changes have to be ap-
proved by the House before going
to Mr. Wolf for his signature. Both
houses are controlled by Republi-
cans.

Senate Majority Leader Jake
Corman, R-Centre, said Wednes-
day that he did not know whether
the House was on board. “But it’s a
very similar budget,” Mr. Corman
told reporters. “I don’t know why
they wouldn’t be for it.”

House Republican spokesman
Steve Miskin said leaders in his
chamber were reviewing the
Senate’s proposal.

In a statement, Mr. Wolf, who
had criticized the House’s plan as
being unbalanced, said, “I look
forward to continuing to engage
with the legislature to discuss a
sustainable revenue package.”

Given last year’s breakdown in
budget negotiations over that is-
sue — how to pay for the budget —
Mr. Wolf will likely require an
agreement on revenue-generating
proposals before signing.

House Republican leaders have
said they would support the plan

Senate passes state budget; funding murky

SEE PARKS, PAGE B-2

By Don Hopey
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The state House has rejected a
controversial proposal for a “pilot
program” that would have al-
lowed the development of a com-
mercial golf course, amusement
park, water slide park, hotel, and
restaurant and bar on the grounds
of a state park.

The House voted 123-77 on Tues-
day evening to reject the amended
version of H.B. 2013, which began

as a more wide-ranging proposal
by state Rep. Brian Ellis, R-Butler,
that would have allowed develop-
ment of those commercial facili-
ties throughout the state’s 121-
park system.

Environmental organizations
denounced the proposal, calling it
“incompatible” with the main
mission of the parks.

Following the vote, Marci Mow-
ery, president of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation,
and Davitt Woodwell, president of

the Pennsylvania Environmental
Council, issued a joint statement
thanking the House for its support
of the park’s “nature-based recre-
ational opportunities for everyone
in the Commonwealth.”

The statement noted that the
state’s park system is already an
economic engine for Pennsylva-
nia, especially in rural areas, with
returns of $12 for every dollar in-
vested.

Mr. Woodwell and Ms. Mowery
said the defeat of the parks devel-

opment proposal could be used to
open discussions about the future
and new directions for the state
park system.

“With this vote out of the way,
we feel there is an opportunity to
sit down and discuss the real
needs of our state park system, its
strengths, challenges and opportu-
nities , as well as the needs of the
public,” they said in the joint state-
ment. “Such a conversation would

Parks development legislation rejected by state House

The
‘Roaring
Twenty’
Furries celebrate

20th year of Anthrocon

SEE FURRIES, PAGE B-2

By Alexis Book
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

If you walk into the Westin Con-
vention Center hotel this weekend,
you’ll be greeted by Westie: a 6-foot-
tall West Highland terrier wearing
a traditional Westin polo and ca-
sual blue jeans.

The anthropomorphic (human-
like) cutout is one of many created
by hotels across Pittsburgh to wel-
come the anticipated 6,000 furries
who will be attending Anthrocon
this year. Anthrocon, a convention
for cartoon animal enthusiasts, cel-
ebrates its 20th anniversary at the
David L. Lawrence Convention
Center, Downtown, through Sun-
day. The festivities begin today at 6
p.m. and have attracted artists,
writers and fursuit owners from
across the globe.

Appropriately dubbed the
“Roaring Twenty” this year’s four-
day convention is jam-packed with
activities, from fursuit construc-
tion workshops and Anthrocon art
shows, to wine tastings and prose
readings at midnight. And, of
course, Pittsburghers are still wel-
come to attend Saturday’s “Fursuit
Parade.” The parade, which is held
outside the convention center,
runs from 2-3:30 p.m. and features
more than 1,000 fursuits in all dif-
ferent colors, sizes and patterns.

New to the fursuit scene is Mark
Passerby, 51, of Bridgeport, W.Va.,
whose 9-year-old daughter, Aisha,
introduced him to the fandom this
past year. Disney’s “Zootopia” first
pulled Aisha into the world of fur-
ries.

“She likes the idea of animals
standing up and walking. ... I think
animated films and video games
have really gotten some of these
kids into it,” Mr. Passerby said.
“As far as I’ve seen it’s just creative
people having fun doing something
they enjoy.”

Mr. Passerby plans to surprise


