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Man gets
15 to 30
years for
killing wife
After murder, he left
her body in woods

By Paula Reed Ward
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Their loved ones described Jill
and Thomas Clark as passionate
and loving.

But they also described the East
Deer couple as drug abusers who
were sometimes toxic to each
other.

On Tuesday, Thomas Clark told
the judge about to sentence him for
killing his wife of 30 years that he
was frustrated by her ongoing ex-
tramarital affairs but that he still
loved her. And never meant to kill
her.

Common Pleas Judge Philip A.
Ignelzi sentenced Clark, 53, to
serve 15 to 30 years in prison. In
March, Clark pleaded guilty to
third-degree murder after admit-
ting that he beat his wife to death
with a tire iron on July 2, 2013.

“When she came home, we tried
to make up. We tried to reset. I
hugged her, and she just blew up at
me. She started hitting me, and I
hit her back,” he said. “I took her
life.”

Clark, who first reported his
wife missing and made fliers to
post in the neighborhood, eventu-
ally admitted to police that after he
killed Jill Clark, he wrapped her in
garbage bags, loaded her body in
the family van and threw her in the
woods. On July 6, Clark led police
to the body near a pump station in
Plum.

“I am so sorry for what hap-
pened. I am so sorry for what I did,”
he said. “I never, ever wanted to
hurt her. I never intended the re-
sult of that night.

“I loved her.”
But deputy district attorney

David Spurgeon told the court that
there was no requirement that the
defendant remain married to his
wife. Like so many others, the pros-
ecutor said, he could have walked
away to the family court system
and gotten a divorce.

Instead, Mr. Spurgeon contin-
ued, “He loaded her in the back of
that van. One of the most offensive

House
approves
budget;
chances
in Senate
uncertain

By Angela Couloumbis
and Karen Langley

Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — The House of
Representatives on Tuesday over-
whelmingly approved a $31.5 bil-
lion budget with heavy support
from both Republicans and Demo-
crats — but a stubborn behind-the-
scenes fight remains over how to
pay for it.

The plan passed by the GOP-
dominated House in a 132-68 vote
would spend about 5 percent more
than this year’s $30 billion budget,
and send an additional $200 million
for K-12 public education, as well as
additional money for preschool
and special education.

Both parties hailed it as an ex-
ample of the bipartisan spirit that
has permeated budget talks this
year, unlike last, when the budget
impasse dragged on for nine
months. But they have yet to move
legislation that details a key tax
they are seeking to increase on to-
bacco — or even whether the
money-generating proposals they
have already approved would raise
enough new dollars to support it.

For his part, Gov. Tom Wolf, a
Democrat, said Tuesday that he
does not believe the House’s plan,
which would rely on new money
from online gambling, among
other proposals, raises enough
money.

“I haven’t agreed to this and as
far as I can tell there’s still some
things that need to be worked out,”
Mr. Wolf told KQV-AM Radio.

Rep. Bill Adolph, R-Montgom-
ery, who chairs the House Appro-
priations Committee, has said the
House would raise about $1 billion
from legalizing online gambling,
breaking the state’s monopoly on
the sale of wine, increasing tobacco
taxes and launching a tax amnesty
program.

The biggest chunk of money
would come from online gambling

Into the Wild
By Don Hopey

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Department plans to designate five new ‘wild areas’ in state forests

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources plans to designate
five new “wild areas” in state
forests, including the largest
roadless area in the common-
wealth and the 6,000-acre Quebec
Run Wild Area in the Forbes
State Forest near Uniontown in
Fayette County.

The new areas, announced by
DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams
Dunn Tuesday, will increase the
number of wild areas from 15 to
20 and add 50,500 acres to the ap-

proximately 110,000 acres in the
state’s equivalent of federal wil-
derness lands designations.

“As public lands, Pennsylva-
nians should feel fortunate that
they own these special, remote
havens for wildlife, sources of
clean water, and stands of old
trees away from roads and devel-
opment,” Ms. Dunn said in a re-
lease announcing the new areas.
“Our wild areas offer the best
places in our state forest system
where people can experience
wilderness, pursue peace and
solitude, hike, watch wildlife
and camp.”

The Hammersley Wild Area,

the largest of the new designa-
tions and the state’s largest road-
less area, stretches over 30,000
acres in the Susquehannock
State Forest in Potter and Clin-
ton counties.

Also designated were the
6,200-acre Penns Creek Wild
Area in Bald Eagle State Forest
in Mifflin and Union counties;
the 5,600-acre Square Timber/
Big Run Wild Area in Elk State
Forest, Cameron County; and
the 2,700-acre Stairway Wild
Area in the Delaware State For-
est, Pike County.

ICA releases list of items
seized from office in April

By Lexi Belculfine
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Detectives from the Allegheny
County District Attorney’s office
seized a computer tower, corre-
spondence and financial documen-
tation when they executed a search
warrant at the Intergovernmental
Cooperation Authority’s Down-
town office in April, a 10-page in-
ventory released Tuesday shows.

Also on Tuesday, the state
Senate unanimously passed a bill
aiming to reform one of Pitts-
burgh’s two financial overseers by,
in part, calling for the ICA to adopt
a records-retention policy, file
monthly financial reports, main-
tain a website and establish a for-
mal process to determine how state
gaming monies can be used in Pitts-
burgh’s best interest.

The ICA’s new board — whose
leadership was voted on three
months ago Tuesday — has taken
steps toward some of those prac-
tices, though the bill must go
through the state House before the
requirements become law.

Amid local, state and federal in-
vestigations that appear to focus on
former executive director Henry
Sciortino’s handling of public funds
and disclosures during his 12-year
tenure, district attorney’s detec-
tives on April 20 removed numer-
ous boxes from the ICA office at
One Market Street.

The documents and folders,

some labeled and others empty,
seized by investigators spanned
2009-2016 and had been in credenza
drawers or a box, on a table or desk,
or on the floor, according to the in-
ventory. That list notes that some
items, including folders labeled
with attorneys’ names and corre-
spondence between the ICA and
various attorneys, were sealed.

The district attorney’s investiga-
tion is ongoing, spokesman Mike
Manko said.

Mr. Sciortino’s month-to-month
contract was terminated by the ICA
board, which brought in interim
Executive Director G. Reynolds
“Renny” Clark.

The ICA was created in 2004 by
the state Legislature to keep tabs on
the city’s finances as it entered the
Act 47 program for distressed mu-
nicipalities and has exclusive con-
trol over money the city receives
for hosting Rivers Casino, about $10
million per year.

Pittsburgh and the ICA are
working to finalize a settlement
over $18.19 million due to the city.

House Speaker Mike Turzai, R-
Allegheny, said he supports Senate
Bill 1221, which was passed by the
Senate on Tuesday, and “will help
to ensure that the bill gets to the
floor of the House for a vote expedi-
tiously.”

Lexi Belculfine: lbelcul-
fine@post-gazette.com or 412-263-
1878. Twitter: @LexiBelc.
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FALLING ROCKS
Workers remove

boulders Tuesday from
a rockslide on the train

tracks above West
Carson Street on the

South Side. A car hit a
large rock from the slide

early Tuesday. West
Carson Street was

closed because of the
slide, as was the
Norfolk Southern

railroad.

UNDER WRAPS

Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette photos

Top: The bronze portal
of the Manchester
Bridge is covered Tues-
day while work contin-
ues on the display next
to Stage AE. Right:
Pieces of the bronze
portal of the
Manchester Bridge will
be displayed next to
Stage AE on the North
Shore. They were
stored behind Heinz
Field.

Ex-Baden tax collector admits to stealing $1M
By Torsten Ove

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Keith Kristek admitted Tuesday
that he stole more than $1 million
from the Ambridge Area School
District and another $46,000 from
the borough of Baden while acting
as tax collector.

Federal prosecutors said he gam-
bled it away.

“We were unable to recover any
assets at this point,” said Assistant
U.S. Attorney Lee Karl.

Kristek, 57, a former constable
from Baden and the acting tax col-
lector since 2007, waived indictment
by grand jury before U.S. District
Judge Arthur Schwab and pleaded
to mail fraud and filing a false tax re-
turn.

Kristek acted as the tax collector

for the district and the borough be-
cause the elected tax collector in
Baden — his wife, Cynthia Kristek
— could not get a performance bond
that tax collectors need. Starting in
2007, he took over for her and began
fleecing taxpayers.

Mr. Karl said Kristek stole
$320,000 from people who delivered
taxes in person and another $740,000
in checks made payable to his wife.
Kristek forged her signature and
deposited the money into his ac-
count.

In all, he stole about $1,014,000
from the school district and $46,000
from the borough between 2007
and 2015.

Mr. Karl said Kristek also sub-
mitted altered bond paperwork for
his wife and filed false income tax
returns that didn’t reflect the

money he was stealing.
The FBI and the criminal investi-

gation division of the IRS have
been looking for assets that could
be seized to cover for some of the
stolen money, but so far they’ve
had no luck. Kristek’s lawyer,
Chad Bowers, would not comment
on where his client gambled or any
other aspect of the case.

Judge Schwab set sentencing
for Nov. 1. The sentence will be dis-
puted because the government
wants to give Kristek extra time
for abusing a position of trust. The
guideline range calls for a term of
37 to 46 months.

But Mr. Bowers said in court
that his client was the “de facto”
tax collector, not the elected collec-
tor, so an enhancement should not
apply.
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